USING GROUP ACTIVITIES TO CREATE UNITY, CO-
OPERATION, AND MUTUAL REGARD
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Unity is vital for all.
A%t FRNTFHEXRERE
Students should start with cultivating the spirit of mutual regard and harmony.
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Unity of minds, natural love and co-operation, are the qualities we have to develop today.
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By example and precept, in the classroom and the playground, the excellence of intelligent co-
operation, of sacrifice for the team, of sympathy for the less gifted, of help...has to be emphasised.
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Activity for teachers to do in this session:
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Everybody uses groupwork in their teaching and most teachers remind the children that
they should help each other. But to make it a REAL Educare activity, we need to
encourage children to self-reflect on what it means to be an Educare group member.
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Task 1: Brainstorm and make a list of all the Educare values that can be learned from
groupwork
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Task 2: Below is a list of questions that children should reflect on regularly if they
are going to develop their characters through group work. The game we have just
played is one way to get them to do this. Suggest some other ways that you can make
sure in your teaching programme that children think and reflect about these important
questions.

£552: ABZTNESPMHEEZITREEH@MBZH, %~ E U THZX—R5]
IR . WA B A Sk i R R T 3Rt e — 2R B AAT TIX A R 8 42 . ARATTHR T BAFE
HFEPRAREMSREZFBHETIEE I R B XL EE &,

What do | do in the group?
RN A4 2
1. Do | think that everyone who thinks differently from me is automatically
wrong? Or do | accept that there can be many ways of thinking and doing
things?
RSN NITA 5 ABEA — B NFREH) ? B e 2 A b
FHEETZBETXNMFERE?
2. Dol listen to my group mates?
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3. Do I ask suitable questions (i.e. questions that will make ME do the thinking,
not the person | am asking)?
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4. Is every member in the group responsible for the welfare of every other
member?

BB AN R ERFH T AN B 28 ?

5. Do I get enough chance to speak in my group? Do | give other people enough
chance to speak?

BERBHENTERBHLKEIE? REBBEHIAURBHIREIE?

6. Do I explain things to groupmates if I understand and they don’t?
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7. When I explain something to a groupmate do | check that s/he understands it?
SR AN SN, REBTHERM/EKET ?

8. Do I encourage my groupmates?
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9. Do I help my groupmates in a way that they will learn and understand, not just
do it for them?
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10. Can you list the strengths of each team member?
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11. What would your teammates say are your greatest strengths?
RE RN RIS RAT A 2

12. Why is everyone in the team highly valued?
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13. What can the team do to build a feeling that everyone is important?
NEERETE B — N AW B DR B AR ?

14. Are there times when people feel pushed around or humiliated or put down, and
what can the team do to ensure this doesn’t happen?
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15. If there is a conflict or disagreement in the group, do I insist that I have to “win’
the argument, or do I find a way to solve it so that everybody “wins”?
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What questions can | ask to help my groupmates to think and
understand better?
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Tell me about this.
What does this mean?
How did you get that?
What did you think about next?
Can you explain...?
What did you do to get this?
What is the first/next thing you think of?
How did you figure that out?
Why is this step necessary?
Is that true?
How do you know?
Can you give me an example?
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Silent thinking:

)

Strength in unity:

EiEg:0pAh -«

With your eyes closed, picture yourself sitting in your place in the classroom. Imagine
that you are making a big web, like a spider web. You do this by throwing a ball of
golden thread to one of your classmates, who holds onto the end he/she has caught and
throws the rest of the ball to another and so on. Watch as your classmates throw the
thread from one to another, until every person is holding a piece of thread that joins
them to the network. The thread is not very strong — it looks as if it could break easily,
so you need to do something to make the web stronger. Now imagine that each person
is sending their own special strengths or skills along the thread so everyone is
contributing something to the web. As this happens you see that the web gets stronger
and stronger. It is strong because everyone is contributing
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Scenario:

Rt

You are a good maths student and your groupmate is having difficulty
understanding that 1/2, 2/4 and 3/6 are all the same. You want to help him but you
know that it will not be helpful to him if YOU are the one to do the thinking.

What can you say/do that will help him in a way that will make sure he thinks and
understands?
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Scenario:

TRz

You cannot understand how to calculate the answer to 12.21 x 25.68

You need to ask your groupmate for help.

What can you say/do to put the responsibility for thinking onto YOURSELF and not
the helper?

FRA B E/ERETHEL H112.21 x 25.68145

RR ER LRI

RN % BB R B E RIS ERE B AR BN E 1 5 B2
Hint: If you as “How do I do this?” the helper will give the kind of answer that
means he is doing the thinking. If you ask, “Do I do xxx first?”, you have already
thought about it and the helper only has to answer “Yes” or “No”.
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Scenario:

B

Your teacher has asked you to do a group project about caring for the environment.
You need to allocate the tasks so everyone uses their best strengths to do a good
project. Decide which group member will do which task to make sure they are all

using their strengths in the best way.
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Scenario:

Rt

You are in a group of 4, talking about the message in the story you have just read. One
groupmate does not want to listen to anyone else’s ideas, he just wants to say that his
idea is right and everyone else is wrong.

What can you say to this groupmate to help him to respect everyone’s ideas?
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Scenario:
R
You are having a football competition against other teams. One of your team-mates
cannot kick a ball and the other team-mates are getting very angry with him. The one
who cannot kick the ball starts to cry. What can you say/do to solve the team’s
problem?
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